
 

 

In total, ten modules were created for the online environment, accompanied by images, 
transcriptions, translations, audio readings of them, and related links, as mentioned above. The 
online learning environment is openly accessible and free of charge, in accordance with the 
National Library of Israel's mandate and mission.  
 
The following are a few select items included in the project: 
 

Articles from the "El Horria" (La Liberté) newspaper, which was printed 
between 1915 and 1922 and saw itself as representing and defending the 
interests of Moroccan Jewry. The excerpts include stories relating to Jewish 
communities around the world, and an advertisement. 

 
Excerpts from Historia Delyahud Delmarok Belarabiyya Metrezmana Min 
Lefransis, a history of the Jews of Morocco in Judeo-Moroccan. Published in 
1952, the book is a translation by Haim Nahmani and his daughter Dina 
Nahmani of Yitzhak David Abu's French work Musulmans andalous et judéo-
espagnols. 
 
Excerpts from Hemed Bahurim, a book including a range of practical Jewish 
laws, traditions, ethics and more translated into Judeo-Moroccan to be used 
by readers less well-versed in Hebrew. Contents include laws pertaining to 
prayers, Torah readings and visiting the sick; ethical teachings to be learned 
daily; liturgical poetry; and words of encouragement for learning Hebrew.  

 
Translation of "Bar Yochai", one of the most well-known and beloved liturgical 
poems among North African Jews, written by the Kabbalist Rabbi Shimon Lavi, 
who was born in Spain in the end of the 15th century, fled to Morocco as a boy 
and later came to the Land of Israel. The poem is about the revered Rabbi 
Shimon bar Yochai, and is sung in many Moroccan synagogues every Sabbath. 
 
"Kasida Delmizira", a poem written in Judeo-Moroccan by Shimon ben 
Ephraim about the conditions in Morocco during the Great Depression of the 
1930s. The poem provides a poignant, moving and artistic glimpse into the 
hardships faced by the Moroccan Jewish community during this difficult 
period in modern history. 

 
Challenges and Recommendations 
As with any project, we faced a number of unexpected challenges and would like to share some of 
them along with relevant recommendations to benefit others who may wish to undertake similar 
initiatives in the future. Firstly, as there are very few experts in Judeo-Moroccan, we had difficulty 
finding qualified people to implement some of the project elements. Moreover, the fact that 
someone is an expert in a specific language does not necessarily mean that s/he is an expert in all 
aspects of the language, nor in particular skills required for the project. Locating relevant experts 
and then finding the proper balance between expertise and skillset took significantly more time 
than we anticipated. We imagine these circumstances are relevant for other rare languages and 
would therefore recommend those embarking on similar projects take this into account. 
 

https://www.nli.org.il/he/content/%D7%A2%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%99%D7%94%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%AA
https://www.nli.org.il/he/content/%D7%A2%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%99%D7%94%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%AA/%D7%90%D7%9C%D7%97%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%99%D7%90
https://www.nli.org.il/he/content/%D7%A2%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%99%D7%94%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%99%D7%A1%D7%98%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%94-%D7%93%D7%9C-%D7%99%D7%94%D7%95%D7%93
https://www.nli.org.il/he/content/%D7%A2%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%99%D7%94%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%AA/%D7%94%D7%99%D7%A1%D7%98%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%94-%D7%93%D7%9C-%D7%99%D7%94%D7%95%D7%93
https://www.nli.org.il/he/content/%D7%A2%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%99%D7%94%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%AA/%D7%97%D7%9E%D7%93-%D7%91%D7%97%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%9D
https://www.nli.org.il/he/content/%D7%A2%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%99%D7%94%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%AA/%D7%A4%D7%96%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%9F-%D7%91%D7%A8-%D7%99%D7%95%D7%97%D7%90%D7%99
https://www.nli.org.il/he/content/%D7%A2%D7%A8%D7%91%D7%99%D7%AA-%D7%99%D7%94%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%AA/%D7%A7%D7%A6%D7%99%D7%93%D7%90-%D7%93%D7%9C%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%96%D7%99%D7%A8%D7%99%D7%90

