Excerpts from the Yan-nhangu Atlas and Illustrated Dictionary of the
Crocodile Islands by Bentley James.

How 10 USE THE NLUSTRATED TACTIONARY

TrRANSITIVE AxD INTRANSITIVE VERES
In Yolgu banguxpes it is important o know if a verb is
mansitive of intransitive. This is because the transitiv-
ity of the verb provides meaming about who does what
in the senfence.

The pir fell (Here, “fell’ is mfransitive)

The pirl broke the cup. (Here, “broke’ &5 ransitive)

In the top sentence the verb has oo object The pirl fell
(the subject of the semtence) the pirl did the falling.

In the second sentence, te verh broke i ransitive.
Something o someone making something happen
(g2 a pirl making 2 cup break) &5 what we know as
‘ransigvity. The top senfence is simply an event an
intransitive cocmrence. In English, many verbs can be
either tramsitive or intramsitive. In Yan-ohagu there ame
two kinds of verbs: ransitive and inransitve.

Whether a Yan-nhagu verb is transifive or mransitive
will alter the semse of the sentence. The subject (ox
“actar vt.") of a transitive verh (onless the subject is a
pronoun) is marked with 2 suffix (-dho,-fu o ,-wa.-
vu.-¥), and the object (the thing that is "acted wpon’)
may take a suffix {-pha) as well.

Lad bl et

takes a suffix.

: “Who' ‘v’ i the subject (actor) of m infransitive.

» “Wha' “wirili’is the subject (actor) of of the mansitive verb ‘bakulunha’ feoched.

- “mhunanha’ is the object of the ramsitive verb ‘balmhmhe’ fetched . “Mamma® is the subject but takes no suffix
becase “Hama’ is a pronuonn; bt “Billy” does becanse “Billy” &s the subject of the transidve verb and thos

1. Amive; “pimyun’ infransitive verb. Wara gimyana? Who arrved? Billy.
1. Fetch; “balmluma’ transitive verh. Wirili bakmhonha? Who ferched 7 Billyya
3. Ferh: “balmluma’ tramsitive verb. jarma balmlunha nbimanha. T ferohed you.
Biliyyu balmlunha phimeanba ~ Billy fetched you.
4. Seand; ‘bam’parm’ mtramsitive verb. Ijarma ham'parra. I siand.
Billy bam’parra. Billy stamds.

4: The subject of the intransitive verb ‘bam”pama’ does wot take a suffix.
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How 10 USE THE ILUSTRATER DhoTioeiany

Exaurie 2

Foguier A tberyatrn isdecym vanary of laagaags e o 1 parpos or

SREIN g (M abr. B

Senm mrrher sebcaies difourl masmy of @ bastwons

K@ lations 1 el agn

arli 1.n. chid lang. (FZDDDc}
Father’s, (Z) Sisters, Dangheer’s,
Dianghter's, Danphier’s child
dakagn, (FFFZDDc) Father's,
Father's, Father s () Sister’s,
Daughier’s, Danghter’s child

“ar-oburs bmakip mrm

mamuky wuknnd gila

{dhumumpur, marallmr) 2. | Bttt

Tt oebonm kd tomsl 01 rpooes SirrTRien

Examrre 3

n. avoidance relationship:
erandchild (in opposite medesy).

[iee-to i oy

Wokmmty netr 1 [awn or Y- Yamiis

bagdama: Y. n. chitcn nmpgdaka

[Pahplocaphores, Araathoplewra
gemmuaita]. Found in larpe

wumbers 2t Widulpalga on |k sy

Murmugpa Idmd Sy dimireray,
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aibdddhdjegikllmnpmhnygoprotithguwy”’

dilminyim” -Y. n. red bush plum wawum. jo; 19

dilmurTa n. adult stxee of liee. [wekmown pemus Pe-
diculus spp ] The epgs of the adult lice are called
miginy kam. Syrc djukm, gako. ez e

diliji 1. m. back dilgi. 2. n_bush. dikjibu adf. be-
longzing to the bush ddippuy. 2. prep. ameng
napuy zaloarr. gilijina x. surface TApagUra. diltjiyu
murrukunu phr. camy oo back diltiy-pamkmgu.
Syn: dilakeyw parrulanga. o e o s 2

Dimitinarra ;Y. prop. & Mildjipi site [see map 11]. e
L& I

difi :D_». Bdneys de'fi Al palmak wam'panr 1oz

& 14 14 IT; 1% 29

divamu 1. T k. venus clam giyanm . [Marcis kign-
fina, Tapes sp]. 1. :D.n. cockle. [Fseudoarcopagia
5p]. 3. D n biscuit clam. [Posmia jfuwvemilfis]. pe:
=& T 1% 3

Dora Y. prop_ n. Batjimurmaga site [see map 6] e 12
& IT; 19]

dubitj . twiching that tells of something coming
d’:f“-'lllj.m.; Ik I3; 17

duduktjna Fnir Ja. ache, throb. Sym: murtnn con-
Jer. pavpapdal jrevz e o

Dudupn D. prop. . Malara site [se maps 3 & 8]
Malavralagu’s spirt inhabits the forest here. 10 1 2
& IT; 19]

dukananu n. blue smipey, slender emperor. [Lethrins
VG‘I—é‘gﬂl‘Hﬂ.u-r L& 17

gukm 1. n. rain waltjan. Sym: mika. 2. n_heavy main

BT 1%

rams woaxr clam (55 A TR

gukn walimirmi #. miny season dwlagar”. Al walim
THGAT o: B: 2= 8 1T 199

gul’mivama 1. Vir 25 light a fire. 2. Fagr. 2b. bum
(especially of a bushfire). guyal maram. joo; 1; 2 & 17

T, 109

Dulpuna D). prop. &, Gamalagza site [see maps 4 &
100. oo 1; 2 8 w0

gumimel 7. shellfish. [Modialis prodsiivis] Sy
payaya, dhudimel. o 1z e 17w

gamm 7. bottom, burtocks dhudi Al domi ». turtle cor
pelvic complex. 2. a. botiom. pio vz a0 1,

gumunanin & shellfish. [Halions varial. pe s zs1m 1w
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barrtharra 1. Fir 4. bom ohira. X, ed). bot gormomrr.
barrtharTana buret bathara. Marma van barthema-
Ba teay; Tea burst my foozue; Mara madhs nhiran
teave. barrijirmi! Vi 3o comm. A't barmtjormiy!
burm it! mhara! s 1 e e Ay

bmrragn 1. :D. &. black tpped shark barmugu. [Car-
charfinus limbatus] 1. 0. a shark Seer dsobes. | 1; 1)

bmrramifjpa 0. 5. rock cod owagu. [Epimzpheius
rexgmeiatus]. Sym: bowaygu, mangaba, mewrpd. px

6 17 FE |

barragz D . lesser lonpbum, muc whelk [Teredra-
Vg palusris]. (i 1; 2 & 17, 19

baratalrmma 1. Fir Zs. malke good memymeloom. X
Vir 2o repair. i 12017 19

barubwrwyama ¥Fir 2s. boosk off dhonic pan. i 5 2
1T 1%

brmmenuyuna ady. mamb gayamusog.

e’ na 1. \:.nm-in_:.‘l'. fmw. 2. cvolam. took off. (1x 1.2
& U7 1

bmtan 1 ady. cool dhapimk 2. ady. ademorable. Sym-
gy, djzmbatj. e 4 1w

bathalak =Y. 5 vellow. A yellow stoae nsed m paim-
iu.:j_' I’\:rl.md..ltm.lm.lm.gm nlu'lmuma."l'-'d-
Yo et dye from Morinds citrifblis (puryiovi) =
fourd at Gajatha. barthalakyirri Vinegr 3. became
vellow. jux 1;5 & 17; 0 29

Buthmmli Y. prap. m. BalmarnyBolmhi ske]zee map

D10 po oz )

Buthmmirriypu Y. prep. n. Balmawsry B abmbi site [see
map 1] i 1 26 17 1m)

‘buthmgn Y. n. cecrpion. [unimmam peans Soovpiome].

[ 1; L 17 19

buthmrre m. ear e s 1T e

Fiar [Limasnpaid] [l I
bethunru-dhumelagn 1 cd). deaf. 2. ext. subborm. 3.
et shpid. buthore-sharragn 24 deaf @ m)
hathuera Vir.7. mpel butbmwea, ey epps, pive birth.

11 1; 2 7 1 300
butjbutj 5. adolezeent boys yovamay Al buybuyt),
Svn: borum' pa, padalu, purrnul, vy (e 1

& 17; 1% 3]
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afule” dukthom 1. Viarr 1. beat (heart) gup’ Jupgupmn.
Bamrparma yparra dirbutu duk’ dukthun biygn mana;
Listen to my heaxt beating; Mjima garra Jopark
gup dupdupun gobi gi- 2. Vir T beat Crbrpthan). e u;
E S TS ]

sdulrulu walip phr. one year ahead o e o

Dulpn moyurra 1Y prop. n. Bam site: [see map 2].
[0 L2 2e 1 1

Dulpn muoyurra X Y prop. n. At this Warmawama
reef site [see map 2] cam be seen the body of the e Ml Lol 5 3
three-lezped crocodle (ham) ancestor spirit, having
travelled far from the east e 1z 0001,

dulknrTunu & female. mivalk Sy mugkanu. oy z
1T 18]

wulummrmo 7. helicopter tree. [Cyrosarpus smerog-
RUE) e 5 % & 1

Dumubilikbilik prap. n. wife of Maradumibarana.
Gurmirriyn anees tor spimit of Gramiba. e v 28 ;w2

dunupalba 1. n. fish of the rocks and reefs papdapuy o
guva. 2. adjf. from the rocks. no e

durru 1. n. mouth. 2. 0. opening. duorme durma-wini
idicam. lag behind dhugdivun. dure-wany pama
1. ¥ir2a. chase away gag 'payg "thun. Jym:
pip pig thun. 2. 3diam. disccuraze. duruwany
Fner J . talk yark-vardctmn. Sym: buldum, waga.
12 T 1 20|

wutji 1. m. five-stick tree. [Premma obtusifolia]. Sw:
dagar 2. m. litthe snapper. [Lutjamus malabaricus].

10 1 28 17 1)

wduyma . grass-leaf bush potatoe [Ipemoes praminea].

e 1 8 1T ]
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